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FOREWORD 



1984 has been a particularly busy year for all concerned with the protection 
of the environment. Major international conferences have been held on 
matters as diverse as transboundary air pollution and the health of the North 
s ea We are now looking forward to a meeting of Environment Ministers 
which I have called in response to an invitation from the London Economic 
Summit that we should examine areas for continued co-operation. There is 
increasing awareness of the international dimension of many environmental 
problems; and the United Kingdom is deeply committed to helping to identify 
the international solutions they demand. 

But we must also make sure that our own house is in order. The Royal 
Commission on Environmental Pollution’s wide-ranging Tenth Report, 
published earlier this year, has been a very effective reminder that despite the 
substantial improvement in the quality of our environment over the past three 
or tour decades a wide range of issues still require attention. This response 
sets out how we intend to tackle them - and shows that there has been no 
weakening in our commitment to environmental protection. 

I am very grateful to the Royal Commission for all the work which went 
into the production of its Tenth Report, and wish it well for its next, equally 

daunting, study on the question of pollution by wastes, including contamin- 
ated land. 



PATRICK JENKIN 

Secretary of State for the Environment 

December 1984 
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